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IN CE there is no Writing in the World of 
equal Importance to Mankind with the ſacred 
Scripture, and ſince thoſe who are unacquainted 
with dead Languages cannot read it otherwiſe 
than as given in our public Verſion, it were 
much to be wiſhed that Commentators would 
not endeavour to leſſen the Repute of this Ver- 
ſion by too haſty and groundleſs Cenſures. For 
what muſt a pious, bur illiterate, Engliſh Reader 
of the Bible do, when he readeth the Notes and 
Gloſſes of modern Authors ?—Draw this unſa- 
cisfaftory Concluſion, that while with an uprighi 
Heart he ſtudieth the Chriſtian Rule of Duty 
as propoſed to him by Authority, he is yet igno- 
rant of its true Meaning almoſt in every Page. 

We may divide Critics on the Bible into Scc- 
taries, Theoriſts, and ingenuous Writers. 


As to the firſt, it is vain to expect any Thing 
from moſt of them but low Subterfnges, and a 


Wreſliug 


vi Ae 


Wreſting of common Senſe, to uphold their dif- 


ferent Tenets. 


The ſecond are more dangerous, becauſe they 
are leſs ſuſpected; and yet it may juſtly be af- 
firmed, that as idle and corrupt Verſions as any to 


be found, are met with in the ſcriptural Anno- 
rations of thoſe who are prepoſſeſſed by a favour- 


ite Syſtem. We read ſtrange Gloſſes, for Exam- 
ple, in the late Biſhop of Clogher ; and very un- 
warrantable Liberties are taken with the ſacrcd 
Pages by the learned Biſhop Hare, in his At- 
tempt to recover Hebrew Metre, as well as by 


Dr. Burnet, in his elegant Theory of the Earth. 


Thoſe who have no Deſign of forcing Scrip- 
ture to a particular Purpoſe, who are neither 
ſx/tewatical nor polemical, we may call ingenuors 
Iiters ; yet even theſe are ſometimes led aſtray 
by a violent Heat of Criticiſm: for as it hath 
been obſerved that Commentators on ſome Or:- 
ginal diſcover no Faults in it, but more Beauties 
than probably were intended by their favourite 
Author ; ſo we may take Notice that Critics on 
a Treiiation run into the oppoſite Extreme, and 


2, cenſure 
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cenſure frequently, with much Boldneſs and lit- 
tle Attention. 


Thus, from one Cauſe or other, there is ſcarce 
any Writer who hath Occaſion to quote, but we 
ſind him attacking, our public Verſion of the 
Scripture ; I grant, indeed, that much Applauſc 
is due to thoſe who correct it when plainly 
wrong, ſince a true Interpretation of God's 
Word is to be deſired by every Chriſtian. Bur, 
for the ſame Neaſon, we ought to ſupport 11 
when clearly right; eſpecially conſidering, that 
injudicious Readers are made uneaſy, it not 
ſceptical, when they find contradictory Explana- 
tions and perpetual Diſputes about the Senſe of 
every Chapter in the Bible. 

Though it muſt be admitted that ſome few 
Paſſages in our Tranſlation of the Old Teſta- 
ment want Correction, yet certainly we have an 
excellent Verſion of the New. Modern Com- 
mentators indeed, as I before obſerved, would 
perſuade us to think otherwiſe ; but I hope, in 


the Courſe of theſe Diſſertations, to ſhew that 


their 


PREFACE 
their Objections are frivolous, and their new 


viii 


Gloſſes unidiomatical and erroneous. 


I begin at preſent with thoſe Texts which are 


condemned by the late Biſhop of Clogher. 
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DISSERTATION L 


Edofe 2:7poty wapnαον H J. onubey mac vp Clog, N. N. 


It ſeemed good io me alſo, having had perfect 
Under/tanaing of ail Thing, from the very firſt, 
&c. Luke i. 3. 


OCTOR C(fz/9: was of Opinion, that 

evwfev, which is tranflated from the very 
firft, ſhould be rendered from Heaven, or from 
above, and of conſequence that St. Luke decla- 
reth his Goſpel to have been written by particu- 
lar Infriration. © According to Stephens, (ſaycth 
tha: Prelate) av: exponitur deſuper, ſuper- 
ne, e ſuperiori loco, e ſuperioribus vel ſuper- 
« nis locis, ab alto.“ (a) 

If his Lordſhip deſigneth to ſhew that abe; 
meaneth ſometimes from above, it muſt be admit- 
ted: there was no occaſion ſor the Authority 
of Stephens in Confirmation of what every one 
allowerh ; bur if he purpoizth to inſinuate. 


(a) Vind. Vol. i. p. 103. Faulk. E3t. 
B that 
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that the Word hath no other Signification, his 
intention is plainly falſe; St. Luke again maketh 
ule of it in his Acts of the Apoſtles, (xxvi. :.) 
where it cannot have any Conſtruction except 
from the Beginning, or from the firſt ; — which 
ne to me from the Beginning; that is, from my 
nirit Appearance in the World, from my early 
Time of Lifc. In St. John it denoteth over again, 
2 ſccond time, except a Nan be born again, he 
cannat fee the Kingdom of Cd: (b) and in the ſame 
Evangeliſt it hath that Signification which our 
Biſhop contendeth for, it mcaneth ab alto (c).— 
A:nong, theſe different Senſes, the Context muſt 
every where determine its proper and particular 
Acceptation. 


fgut the Strength of Luke's Argument (con- 
tinueth the Prelate) for writing to Theophilus 
% upon a Subject which had been handled by 
others, according to the Report of thoſe which 
from the Beginning were Eye-wwitnefſes and Mi- 
* nifters of the Nord, muit depend on this, that 
he had a ſtronger Aſſurance of the Truth of 
* what he reports than barely hearſay Evidence, 
having alſo been confirmed of the Truth there- 
of by Inſpiration from above.“ 


If the whole Paſſage is coniidered together, it 


will appear, as I think, that St. Luke ſpeaketh a 
different Language. 


% Chap. ui. 3. (Ver. 3:. 
i Foraſmuch 
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Feraſmuch as many hade taken in Hand to ſet 
forth in Order a Declaration of thoſe Things which 
are moſt ſurely believed among us, cven as they 
delivered them unto us, which from the Beginning 
were Eye witneſſes and Minijters of the Word, it 
ſeemed good to me alſo, having had perfect Under- 
ftanding of all Things, aw, to write, Mc. 

It is manifeſt here— firſt, that Luke includetl 
himſelf in the Number of thoſe who from our 
Lord's Apoſtles received thcir Intelligence and 
Information; but it doth not ſeem reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that he would ſpeak of obtaining human 
Information concerning thoſe very Matters which 


he thought were dictated to him by the Spirit of 
God. 


Secondly, the Word xz and our Biſhop's 
Conſtruction will not agree; whereas others 
have written what the Apoſtles and Eye-witnefles 
informed us, it ſeemed good x#per, 10 me alſo, ts 
me as well as to others; which implieth that he 
lookedupon himſelf as equally intitled with others 
to write a Goſpel, and not that in ſo doing he 
had any Kind of Advantage or Superiority above 
the reit. 


Thirdly, the Verb zapaxcaubw, which is ap- 
plied ſometimes to the Mind, and ſometimes to 
the Body, denoteth Action in both Cafes, as ap- 
peareth from the Etymology of it ; when ſpoken 
of the Body it ſignifieth comitatus ſum, and per- 
ſerutatus when ſaid of the Mind; we uſe in like 
| B 2 manner 


4 DISSERTATION I. 
manner the Engliſh Words Purſieit and to purſue x 
thus to purſue, or the Purſuit of Knowledge; to 
purſue, or the Purſuit of a broken Army ;—here 
St. Lute applieth it to the Mind, and therefore 
cannot be ſpeaking of Inſpiration, when the hu- 
man Intellects are merely paſſiae; to purſue Know- 
ledge by ſn/piration, is a manifeſt Contradiction. 

Laſtly, I ſup»oſe it will be admitted that there 
is no ſuch Thing as inaccurate Inſpiration ; we 
may not indeed be fully inſpired with all the Par- 
ticulars relative to any Tranſaction, yet certainly 
Information from Heaven, as far as it reacheth, 
muſt be accurate Information; whereforc St. Luke, 
io was bred to Letters, would not uſe the Word 
expictu;, he would not tell us, that he was ac- 
eurately informed, unleſs he meant ſuch Informa- 
tion as can be inaccurate, that is, human and na- 
tural Information. 

What occaſion had St. Lute for preternatural 
Aſſiſtance more than others who wrote the Bio- 
graphy of our Saviour from oral Accounts of 
Eye-Witnefſes and Miniſters of the Word? Inſpira- 
tion doth not ſeem neceſſary to record plain 
Matters of Fact; nor do I think, with the Biſhop, 
that Luke's Teſtimony would have greater Weight, 
even thouzh he told us that his Pen was divinely 
guided, becauſe the Truth of ſuch an Aﬀertion 
mult intirely reſt on his own Authority; nay per- 
haps his Credit would (at preſent) be leſs reſpec- 
ted, as it might be deemed unphiloſophical tc 
:magine that he wes inſpired with a very brief 

Narrative, 


DISSERTATION I. 5 


Narrative, which he could have learned from 


Eye-Witnefſes and Miniſters of known Veracity 
with all due Exactneſs by a little Attention. 


This Evangeliſt beginneth his Goſpel with an 
Account of the Mefſenger and Forerunner of 
our Saviour; he judged it proper to inform him- 
ſelf firſt, and afterward Theophilus, who was the 
Voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, prepare ye 
the Way of the Lord; and accordingly relateth 
the Office and moral Character of Zacharias, the 


Deſcent of his Wife Elizabeth, the Appearance 
of Gabriel, and all other extraordinary Circum- 
ſtances which preceded the Birth of John the 
Baptiſt; thus he beginneth higher up than others, 
and to his Knowledge of ſuch previous Matters, 
he clearly alludeth by the Word in Queſtion. 

On the whole therefore, I think it evident that 
our Tranſlation is blameleſs, and that awe is 
juſtly rendered from the very fir/t. 


DIS- 


DISSERTATION II. 


Aſyts rt rug jan Trpnooulas Tx ta agxny, aca 
amoMToviag T0 40100 oprrlnpiovs Xe To X. 


The Angels which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but 
left their own Habitation, &c. Jude 6. 


HIS Verſion, however juſt and gramma- 

tical, is ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the late 
Biſhop of Ciagher; his Lordſhip was enamoured 
with a favourite Theory, of which I muſt give a 
ſhort Sketch, to put in a clearer Light the fol- 
lowing Diſſertation. 


He ſuppoſeth that a Sou! or Spirit is re- 
ſident in every Particle of Matter, by the 
Force of which is effected that Tendency of Body 
to the Center, among Newtonians uſually termed 
Cravitz or Attraction (a) — that all Spirits are 
equal in their own Natures, and are made to dif- 
fer in their Operations only by the different Or- 
ganization of thoſe ſeveral Bodies which encloſe 
them () — that human Souls are placed in ſuch 
Machinery as is properly contrived for the Ex- 


4 Eſſay on Spirit, & ix. x. K alib. (6) F xxv. xxvi. 


er tion. 
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ertion ot Thought and Reaſon (c) — that An- 

gelic Spirits have Bodies ſo finely organized, 
and of ſuch exquiſite Texture, that they can ſee 
in Darkneſs as well as in Light, create Worlds 
and rational Beings of their ov.n, and do many 
other Things which are impoſſible to be per- 
formed by the groſſer Machine of Man (d) — 
that ſome of theſe ſuperior Natures were ap- 
pointed by our common Father to govern the ſe- 
veral Kingdoms into which Mankind, at the 
Confuſion of Tongucs, was formerly divided; 
and that one of them, called Michact or Jehovah 
of Zion, had the Charge of Judaa given to him, 
in Conjunction with another Angel termed Ga- 
briel, or Jehovab without any Addition. whoſe 
Buſineſs was to inſpire the Prophets, and give a 
Knowledge of future Events (e)— that all other 
angelic Kings, through the Inſtigation of Satan, 
having neglected their Subjects, and permitted 
them to run into Idolatry, incurred the Diſplea- 
ſure of God, or became fallen Angels, and are 


to be tried for that Crime at the general 
Day of Judgement (/) - that Alichacl under- 
took to make an Atonement for human Nature, 
and to this End Lad himſelf conveyed by his 
Coliegue Gobric! into the Virgin Mary, obtaining 
thereby a mortal Form diitinguiſhed on Earth by 
the Name of Jeſus Chri/t ; that Satan reſolved to 


(c Eſſay, & xxvi. &pall. (4) & xxix. xxx. xxxi. & alib. 
ſe) F xli. xlvii. & paſi. (7) Vind. Vol. iii. p. 152. & paſſ. 
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defeat this Scheme, and taking Michael at a Diſ- 
advantage, when his Spirit was encumbered and 
manacled with earthly Fleſh and Bones, tempted 
ſometimes, and at other Times perſecuted him 
with ſuch violent Tortures, as are quite incon- 
ceivable by human Creatures; that Michael how- 
ever prevailed over his Antagoniſt, completed the 
Work of our Redemption, and for his Service was 
promoted, from being joint Governor of Judca, 
to be Governor-general of Men and Angels (g). 


As this new Syſtem, or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, this new Revelation of the Myſtery of God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, is founded on a Preſumptior 
that Angels were appointed Viceroies of carthly 
kingdoms, and fell by neglecting their ſeveral 
Adminiſtrations; it was certainly incumbent on 
his Lordſhip to ſhew, in the firſt place, that ſuch 
Viceroyalties ever exiſted ; and this he attempteth 
to do by giving us four Queſtions, viz. one from 
apocryphal, and three from canonical Scripture, 
among which laſt is the Text of St. Jude already 
cited. .[t will not be deviating from our purpoſe 
to follow him Step by Step through every 
Paſſage. 


I. Firſt then he produceth the Words of Moſes, 
(Deut. xxxii. 8, 9.) which, as he confeſſeth, ac- 
cording to the preſent Hebrew, ſhould be thus 
tranſlated —when the Mot High divided the Na- 

(80 Ibid. Let. vii. per tot. 
tions, 


DISSERTATION II. 9 
tions, when he ſeparated the Sons of Adam, ve ſet 
the Bounds of the Nations according ts the Number 
of the Children of Iſrael ; and Jehovabbꝰs portion is 
his people, Jacob is the Lot of his Inheritance. — 
But then, continueth cur Theoriſt, the Seventy 
have ite ſet the Bounds of the Nations accord- 
ing to the Number of the Angels of Gd; and this 
is probably, as he thinketh, a true Verſiou of the 
original Words of Moſes: for that the world 
when diſperſed at Babe] could not have been 
divided according to the Number of Jfraefs 
Children, and conſequently that our preſent He- 
brew Reading is a corrupt one, appeareth from 
the following Conſiderations.—“ Firlt, when the 
« Diviſion happened, doth //rae/'s Deſcendants 
and //ract himſelf were yetunborn.—-Secondly, 
« if the Children of ae be computed by the 
« Number of his immediate Deſcendants, which 
« were only thirteen, viz. twelve Sons and one 
* Daughter, this Number would be too few for 
* the Number of Nations difper/ed over the Earth. 
« — Thirdly, if all the Deſcendants of [/rael be 
& taken into the Account, then the Number will 
ce be infinitely too large (Y). 

As tothe firſt Argument; there is no more 
Impropriety in ſaying that Mankind at the Diſ- 
perſion was ſevered into as many Parcels as Irael 


% Eſſay, $ xxxvi, xxxvii. | 
C had 
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had Deſcendants, though nel himſelf was thei: 
1:11hormn, than in ſay ing, that the Roman Empire 
was broken into as many Principalirties as there 
are Counties or Shires in England. Had Moſes 
told us the Nations were divided among the Chil- 
dren of that Patriarch, his Words would have im- 
plied a Contradiction; but Chronology muſt not 
be regarded in the Phraſe cn Number is according 
is another, which plainly meaneth no more than 
that both are equal. The Roman Emperors 
flouriſhed long after the Death of J/racl; yet ſure 
| may take Notice, without any kind of Abſur- 
dity, that his Sons were acrording to the Number 
7 the Twelve Caeſars. 


2. His Lordſſip, having introduced Chronology 
where it was not at all concerned, neglecteth it 
totally where it muſt of Neceſſity be conſidered ; 
for when he obſerveth that a Diviſion by thirteen, 
the Number of the Chii:lren of Mac. is too ſmall 
for the Number of Nations diſperſe ! over the 
Earth, te talkeich of one Epocha, when Mz/es is 
diſtinctly {peaking of another. The Queſtion is not 
how many Perſons are now on Earth, or how nu- 
nierous were its Inhabitants in the Days of Me/es, 
but how many were to be found at the Diſper- 
fon, at the Time when all Mankind journeyed 
together, fixed their Abode in one Plain, and 
jointiy worked in erecting the Tower of Babel. 
—To this common Senſe will anſwer, extremely 
few; the whole World at that Time not being 

! equal 
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equal to one fourth Part of the City of Lon- 
don.—Mankind was diſperſed at the Birth of 
Peleg (i); but in \ hat Year he was born, is a 
Queſtion which cannot eaſily be decided, for there 
is a wide Difference between the Ichre and Sa- 
maritan Computations. If we follow the Hebrete, 


chis Birth happened in the Hundredth and firll 
Year after the Deluge, at which Time, accor- 


ding to the moſt rational Calculation, the World 
might have conſiſted of about 2,420 Perl'ms; 
but it we are guided by the Samaritan Chro- 
nology, which placeta the Birth of Peleg three 
hundred Years later, then probably we may 
find 240,000 Souls on the Plain of Shinaar : 
take the longer of theſe Aras, and ſuppoſe the 
Number of People was 260,000; divide bv 
thirtcen, and you have only 20, oo for every 
Nation, of whom the Males, arrived at the 
Age of Maturity and fit to labor, were, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, but a trifling Handful. 
How then was a Diviſion by the Number of , 
raePs Children to fmall for the Namber of Na. 
tions diſperſed ever the Farth?—\Ve have no 
better Anſwer than what is made by confound - 
ing the old, with the modern World; his Lord- 
ſhip might juſt as well have faid, that Nu 
Children, when he %% quitted the Ark, could 
not reaſonably have been divided into thre: 


(%) Gen. x, 25. | 
C 2 Families, 
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Families, becauſe his preſent Deſcendants amount 
perhaps to about four 'Thouſands of Millions 
diſperſed into every Quarter of the Globe; 
which is a plain Abfurdity and chronological 
Contradiction. | 


For my Part, I cannot tc any rational Argu- 
ment to make us believe that the Text hath been 
corrupred : It the World was divided according 
40% the Number of the Children of tracl, i. e. into 
thirtcen Parccis (cach Parcel conſiſtiug of nine- 
teen or twenty "Thouſands of Souls, and ſpeak- 
ing a Language totally diſſerent from the reſt), 
ſuch a Diviſion was enough to anſwer the Scheme 
of Providence, and to give Birth by Degrees to 
al the Nations and Tongues which ever did, or 
will hereafter, exiſt on Earth. 


3. if all the Deſcendants of ac! be taken 
into the Account, then tae Number will be 
© infinitely too large.” 

True indeed; all the Deſcendants of Iſrael 
are much too great a Number; if Men were 
jevered into as many Parts as J/rac! had Deſcen- 
dants when Accs wrote the Book of Deutero- 
nomy, they mult have been cut into Pieces, and 
not divided into Colonies, ſince the Iſraclites 
were vaſtly more numerous even before rheir 
Exod, than the whole World when collected 
at the Tower of Babel. But let, us ſuppoſe 
hat the Text gave any ſuch ridiculous Intima- 

| uon; 
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uon; would the Septuagint, by making vhs Di— 
viſion according 19 the Number of Angels, give 
any Amendment ?—juſt the Reverſe; for fince 
Angels, according to the Biſhop, © arc innume- 


cc 


rable (c); ſince there are Myriads and My- 
riads of them; ſince we have Reaſon to He— 
lieve that not only the Planetary Regions are 
crouded with a Number of intelligent Inha- 
bitants, but that every Part of the whole 
Univerſz, even the intermediate ſeciningly void 
Space between tlicte Planets, is filled and 
replete with ſpiritual Beings, which Spirits 
are called Angels (/) ; ſince it is unworthy of 
a Philoſopher ro rhink otherwiſe than that 
God, who hath exiſted from all Eternity, hath 
been conſtantly employed in creating thoſe 
Beings ();“ it is manifeſt that Angels are 
incomparably more numerous than all the liviag 
and dead Natives of this World together: ſo 
his Lordſhip's Argument ſtandeth plainly thus, 
—l reje& the Original, if, by the Children, it 
meaneth all the Deſcendants of racl, for thi! 
is too great a Number; and embrace the Sep- 


«cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
«Cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


20 


tuagint, becauſe it indefinitely multiplieth thi; 


already too great a Number; which is a pal- 
pable Contradiction. 


It muſt be acknowledged that our Commen- 
tator not only found out this Difficulty after- 


(4) Vind. Vol. iii. p. 142. (J) ibid. p. 143. (m) Eſſay, & xxxii 


ward, 
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ward, but found at the ſame Time an eaſy and 
quick Solution; for, quoting this Paſſage fron; 
the Septuagint in his Letter to a young Noble- 
man, and obſerving that © God ſet the Bound; 
„ of the People according to the Number of 
* the Angels of God; that is, (ſayeth he) ac- 
e cording to the Number of ruling Angels (n) ;* 
this Word ruling is indeed a good happy Ad- 
tion, for it getteth rid of all fupernumerary 
and troubleſome Angels at a Blow. How un- 
accyuniably do Men reaſon who are prepoſſeſſed 
by a favourite Syſtem ! Here it ſcemeth, that in 
the Ind we mult neither give Credit to Moſes, 
nor to the Septuagint ; but for a Diſcovery of 


this Matter rely 7 on the Penetration of the 
3ſt: 10 of Clogher 


- N. is: 5be Diviſien ef the Nations if {he 
rb. Earth, God ſet a Rule, wer every People ; 
but lfracl is the Lord's Portion (o). 

It is needlets to dwell much on this Paſſage, 
ince the Biſhop hath found no Pretence for 
ſaying that ti.cre is ary Kind of Error in our 
public Verizon of the Text; he would be glad 
indced that we Hh Rrlcrs for Auges, or al- 
lowed them to be t; nw ymens Terms; but this 
is only begging a ir which can ncver be 
granted jadngels ard Princes are very different. 
The Wrner of Icli giver us no more 


Vol. iii. p. ;. i) Leclus. xvii. 17. 


thus 
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than a common hiſtorical Obſervation; 
„hen People multiplicd in the World and form- 
el large Communities, ic became neceſſary to 
veſt a Power in ſome Perſon for the genera? 
Welfare; hence Kings were appointed, who, 
not beivg reitrained by any Laws, governed 
their reſpegive Subjects according to the beſt 
of their private Judgements : Pur Moſes was in a 
different Sitvation ; he reccived thoſe Laws 
which be promulgated, and had Recourſe to 
the Almighty in cvery Stat. Aﬀair. Hence the 
Son of Sach concludeth, and very juſtly, that 
while other Nations choſe ſome Perſon, by divine 
Permiſſion, frm among themſelves, in whoſe 
Breaſt ſhould be their whole Body of Laws (þ), 
the I/raciite; alone had no ſuch Magiſtrate, but 
that Jehovab himſelf was King of the Jets. 

Our good Prelate however thinketh that his 
Opinion is confirmed by the Sentiments of 
ancient and learned Jews, which he findeth 
** collected very judiciouſly by Euſcbius Biſhop 
c of Cæſarea in Paleſtine, who maſt be allowed 
* to be a tolerable Judge, becauſe he lived 
t among them in the Land of Judea (q).” 

I will not ſay how far we muſt allow Ex/c- 
bius to have been a good Judge and a fairhfu! 
Relator; nor do I know from which of the 


2 


(p) Oligarchies, D-mocracies, &c. ſucceeded Monarchical, 
as Monarchical did Patriarchical or Family-Government. 


% Eay, 8 xl. a 
Jewiſh 
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Jewiſh Sectaries he collected ſuch a Piece of 
Intelligence; doubtleſs this Doctrine of Angels 
could not have becu the Doctrine of every Sect: 
but I ſuppoſc it will be admitted that no Chriſ- 
tian Biſhop can in Reaſon be thought ſo well 
verſed in Jewiſh Theology as the Jews; a Man 
of Learning, and a Prieſt of the Jewiſh Church, 
is the beſt human Authority we can ever ex- 
pet to find Such was Joſcephvs, whom 
therefore we may rationally prefer to Eulebius 
in this Matter, and indecd to every Author. 
Now this Writer telleth us, that in his Country 
the original Form of Government was a Theo- 
cracy, that is, a Government immediately placed 
in the Hands of God; and certainly by the 
Word God here, we cannot underſtand ſome 
Angel, «© who having Power and Authority 
© over the Jews committed to him, was God to 
them {(7)” for two evident Reaſons—tirſt, be- 
canſe in that Senſe a Theocrarical Government 
prevailed univerſally, and Judea had it only in 
common with every Nation upon Earth ; whereas, 
ſayeth Joſephus, other legiſlators choſe Monar- 
chies, Oligarchies, or Democracies, but Moyes 
J:onpaua amide (); — ſecondly, becauſe he 
ſpeaketh of their /tn2 in a Manner which is not 
ſuſceptible of any Diſpute, for he aſcribeth to 
him Eternity, Immutability, Omniſcience, Selt- 
exiſtence, and other Attributes which never 


(r) Eſſay, & ci. cii. & alib. ( Cont. Ap. lib, ii. 
ere 
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were applied to any but to the Jehovah of Hats. 
Hence it is obvious that the Abfurdity which our 
Biſhop hath diſcovered in the preſent Copy of 
Aleſes, and what Euſebius collected, or pretended 
to have collected, of Jewiſh Theology, were un- 
known to that Prieſt and Hiitorian, whoſe Words 
coincide with the Paſſage of Ecclefraſticus above- 
mentioned, and I will not ſay with many Texts, 
but with every Page of Maſes and the Prophets; 
this is ſo plain, even to ſuperficial Readers of the 
Bible, as ſcarcely to require any Quotation ; 
however, I muſt beg leave io produce one Verſe, 
as nothing can be more expreſs]y full in Point. 
When the Jews, aſfrighted at the Children of 
Ammon, deſired to change their primitive Form of 
Government, and to have a King, the Prophet, at- 
ter vain Expoſtulations, yielding at length to 
their Importunity, upbraideth them for their re- 
bellious and ſtubborn Jemper thus—Te aid 
unto me, Nay, but a King ſhall reign over us, when 
Jehovah your Gad was your Icing (t).—Suppoſe 
that Euſebius diſbelieved every Word of Scrip- 
ture, and heid with Syinoza that all was Matter; 
he might have conſulted ancient and learned 
Jetos, and told us that Angels, Spirits, and a Re— 
ſurrection, were laughed at by this People as fan- 
ciful Tales of Gorgons and Chimzras. We are 
not concerned to know what /ome did, but what 
all ſhould have believed, for many of them were 


(t) 1 Sam, xii. 12. 
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18 DISSERTATION I. 


infamous II. tics of the Synagogue of Satan, 


«ho ſaid they * Jews and were not, but did 
He (u). 


As it appcareth front the whole Tenor of 
Scripture that the C of ſjracl, and Iirg of 
Ifracl, are only different Names for the lame 
Perſon, it ſhould follow plainly, that Jehovah of 
Fiſts, and not any create) Spirit, was King of 
the Jews : Our Biſhop could not avoid ſeeing the 
Force of this Objection to his Theory, and hath 
cndcnvoured therefore to elude it by inſiſt ing 
that boih Michael and Gabricl were Gods as well 
as Hings of u,, by virtuc oi their Authority 
and Commiſſion; that rhe Ifraelites paid divine 
Luar i the Angels, and in fo doing that they 

are cuuntenanced by what they cg? to have 
rotefled, the Scripiurzs of the Old Tefta- 
men: (2 ). | 


This, in my Opinion, is one of the moſt ſur- 
priiing Allegations which ever yet came from 
the Tongue of Man; — that the Jews were An- 
gel-Worſhipers by Divine Appointment, is 
quite too much for any Chriſtian to believe, 
whoſe Eyes arc permitted to read the Bible.— 
But let us hear the Proofs, for indeed they are 
grcatiy curious. 

Firſt then, in regard to Michael or Fehowah 
of Zion; the only ſcriptural Countcnance, as it 

(«) Revel, iii. 9. 


| («) Elay, 5 xl. xlv. bxxav. n & alib. 
ſeemeth, 
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ſeemeth, for paying divine e ² to this Angel, 
is not ſrom any Precct, but from the Tn 
of Mojcs. © When Alaſes applicd to God, and 
„ begoed it of him, as a Favour, that he might 
& ſee his Glory, or Face, that he might know 
„ him; Jeh»vah ſaid unto him, Thau canſt not 
& {ce my Jure, for there ſhall us Mai: joe me, and 
%% e But, ſays he to Meſes, I will make all 
*« my Goodneſs paſs before thee, and I will pro- 
& claim the Name of feh»wah before thee; and it 
e ſhall comc to paſs, while my Glory paſſeth by, 
&« that I will put thee in a Clift of the Rock, and I 
& coil cover thc with my Fland white I pays by? 
« And I will take a:cay mine Hand, and thou ſhall 
« ſee what follows me; but ny Face ſbie. nut be 
i ſeen. And accordingly, when Mis returned 
c to the Mount, it is ſaid. that Jehovah de- 


& ſcended in the Cloud, and., with him there, 
c 


* 


and preclui mcd the Name of ehvabh. And Je- 
hovai paſſed by before him, and preclaimet 
&« Fehovah, Jehovah God, merciful an gracious, 
&« ec. and Moſes made Ilaſle, end botvcd bis 
C Head, and <corihbiped (x), Whence it is Ma- 
ec niet, that this /coovun, whom Moſes made 
c Haſte to worthip, could not be that Jehonan 
« whole Face could not be ſeen, whom no Man 
could ſee and live; but the 7chovab who fol- 
e {wed the inviſible 7chovan, and was probably 


« 


La) 


(x) Exod, XXX1'1. 20, Fee. 
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20 DISSERTATION UN. 


te the ſame Perſon with that God of I/racl who 
« was ſcen by Mo/cs and Aaron, &c. (y).” 


Here are no leſs than three Propoſitions taken 
for granted, without any Manner of Argument 
to ſupport them ; but Jet us admit them all— 
firſt, let us ſuppoſe that my back Parts, or, as the 
Biſhop rendereth it, though quite improperly, 
what follows me, is to be underſtood of an 
Angel, and not of ſome bright Lſfulgence or lu- 
cid Appearance : ſecondly, let us conceive that 
Febovah proclaimed Jehovah is not a tautologous 
Expreſſion for Jehovah proclaimed himſelf gra- 
cious and merciful, but ſigniſieth that Zehovah the 


firſt proclaimed a ſecond Jehovah : in the third 


Place, let us allow that no other than Afichacl is 
here dignificd with the proper Title of God.— 
Yet, in the Name of common Senſe, what Reaſon 
can be aſſigned for imagining that Mſes adored 
this Angel in Preference to, and in Preſence of, 
Jehovah of Hes; tor the Text ſayeth only, that 
Moſes made Hajic and worſhiped ? — Why this 
manifeſt Reaion, © becaute Jehovah of Hoſts was 
5 inviſible to him.” — Then it is not poſſible to 
worſhip any Thing but a viible Object! What 
Being did our Critic adore lf this Concluſion 
is not impious, as well as ridiculous, it is ſome- 
thing extremely like it. "Thoſe ancicnt and 
learned Jews quoted by Euſebius argued in a 


(>) Eſſay, $ Lxi. Iii. 
ſtrange 
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ſtrange Manner, if they worſziped a mere Angel 
on ſuch an Authority. 

We come now to Gabriel, or Jehovah without 
any Addition. © When this holy Spirit was 
e pleaſed to make its Appearance either in the 
« Figure and Form of an Angel or Man, the 
6 Jews then &rd ater, paid divine Honours 
*« to it; as Danicl did to the Angel Gabriel, 
«© when it appearcd to him in the Form of Man; 
ir, faith he, / was afraid and fell upon my 
& face (=). As Lee allo did to the holy 
„Spirit when it appeared unto him 7 the Like- 
« neſs of tlie Gliry of ei,; for, lays he, 
« even 1 fav it, I fel! upon my face. Which 
« was the uſual Method of Proſtration, both with 
* him, and all the ancient Prophets and Pa- 
« triarchs, &c.“ 

To paſs over tllis Phraſeology of Proftration 
being the Mcthod , Profiratica, had Scripture 
informed us, that David was knocked down by 
Goliath, and ſel!l upon his Face, our Critic 
might with equal juitice have brought ſuch a Paſ- 
ſage to evince, that Jes were countenanced by 
what they ought to have proſeſſed in Giant- Mor- 
ſhip; tor unleſs falling on the Face, whether it 
happencth through Violence, Deſign, Accident, 
or Terror, implicth worſhiping, the Falling of 
Daniel and Ezekiel can no Way be concerned as 
to the Point in Queſtion, — He (Gabriel) came 


(*) Dan. viii. 17. 
near, 
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ncar, ſayeth Dani, whore f, and cchen he 
came, I was afraid, and ful tr %y Faces but he 
ſaid unto me, Underfland, O Son of Hun, Jr at the 
Time of the En ſhall be the Vifton « now © be 20as 
ſpeaking wvith mo, Twas in « deep Sleep on my 
Face teward ihe Grain, but be touched me, and 
et me uprinht. Arid when the widle terrifying 
Scene was over, When Gaorict and the other An- 
gol bad Ioft the trembling Prophet, I Daniel, 
coninncih he, fainted wid ons ſick certoin Days; 
Af roard tee up and Hd the ſcing's Huſineſe, 
cad Teas aſtoniſhed at the Vifien. Again in the 
renth Chapter; a ſtrange Vition appeared ; ſomo 
Perions were in Company with anicl, on 
wham, though the; ſais not the Viſion, ſuch @ 
great Guaking fell that they fled io hide them— 
ſelvos, and left the Prophet alone; en, ſayeth 
ie, I rota:ned no Strength, — I was in a decp 
Jet en may Tut, and my Lace toward the 
Ground, aud Lond an Ind tauche me, which 
fet me upon iy tentcs, and upon the Palins of my 
Hands, and he jaid unto me, O Dauiel, &c. ſtaud 
upright, — and 1 fizzd trembling. Then ſaid he 
unto me, beer nit, Daniel, c. And when he had 
ſpaxen fuch Vords unto ne, t ſet my Jace toward 
the Ground, and { bocame dumb; and behuld one 
live the Similiitite of the Sens of {icn touched my 
Jihe. Tien I epencd my Mouih and ſpate, and ſuid 
unty vin tial [uid bi fere me, O my Lord, by the 


i 


ien 
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Piſean my Sorrows are turned upon me, and I have 
reiained Streng, —nohcr is there Breath left 
in nc. IIe there came ag01941: and touched me once 
likethe Afppoarunce a Man, and he ftrengthened me 
and ſaid, O Man eroatty beloved, fear not, Parc 
be unte tice, be fire, yen be ſtrung; and when he 
had ſpoken unto me t «as frrengthened and fait, 
Let my Lord ſpeak, fer thou haſt frengthencd 
me. 

Are ut droine Horors paid here to Gabriel? 
Can any Thing more clearly prove the Point? 
To fall through Terror, to be in a deep Sep or 
Som, to want angeiic Aſſiſtance in order 10 
| fland upright, to Faint, to be ſuck, and to continue 

in Aſtoniſhment ſeveral Days, are eminent Proofs 
of Angel-Worſhip. Now let us conſider the 
ninth Chapter, for the Biſhop referreth us to it 
in his marginal Annotations. / prayed unto Fe- 
hovalh my God, and made my Confeſſion and ſaid, 
Oc. And while I was ſpeaking in Prayer, even the 
Man Gabriel whom I had ſeen in the Viſion at the 
Beginning, being cauſed to fly fwift!v, touched me 
about the Time of the Evening Oblation, and he 
informed me, and talked with me. Here indeed 
there is ſome little Difficulty : Matters are not fo 
-ntirely clear as they were above; there is an 
apparent Diſtinction between the Man Gabriel 
and Jehovah my Cod; beſide, we find neither 
Weakneſs, nor Sickneſs, nor Aſtoniſhment, nor Tal- 
ling, nor Stoconing; but Cabrio delivereth his 


3 Meſſage, 
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Meſſage, and Daniel ſeemeth to receive it with- 
out any Kind of Emotion. How cometh this to 
paſs ! If the Prophet intended to adore his third 
God Jehova by falling in the eighth Chapter, 


what macle him fo neigen _ -,-20US in the 
inh. ies! We are told as 


plainly as Language can tell us, that Daniel 
fell through Terror and Aſonithinent at the 
firſt Appearance of that Angel, when he came 
in the Midſt of a ſtrange Viſion accompanied bv 
others of the hcraverly Hoſt ; but as 
came alone the iccor.d Jime, and put on the 2 
Form which he had in % % at the Ben- 
ning, the Propliet did not fell, Lwcauſe he vas | 
leſs affrighted.— VV hen Dane gave divine Ha— 
nors, it was not his Practice to throw him'-if on 
his Face; he prayed, in the modern Poſtare, ou 
his Knees (). | 


As to Ezeif:!, the Cate was exactly the ſame 
with him that it was with Haniel, and would he 
in like Circumſtancos with every Perſon upon 
Farth. Ile faw on Apparition which was truly 
amazing; and when 1 fucy it, ſayeth he, I ſclf 
upon my Tuce -an the Seni entered into me, 
shen he ſpate unte me, that I beard him that. 
fpake unto mo (6), Since the Operation of the 


Spirit here was to make Vg ei , able to and, 


- 


(a) He bneeled ut an bis Kine: thee Times a Day, and project, 
end gave I hanks before dis God, as be did aforitime, vi. 10, 
{b) Ezek. i. 28. ii. 2. 


and 
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DISSERTATION H. 25 


and able to hear alſo, it is plain that like Daniel 
he ſwooned or fainted, and had loſt the Uſe of 
his Senſes (c). 

If falling on the Face is paying divine Hos 
nours, in the Midit of his Incredulity, old Abra- 
ham was fd with a very jocular Fit of Devo- 
tion: ©. he fell un his Fae, and laugned, and 
fe cn U Heart, Shall a Hild be born unto him 
1 is an u, Years old? Now as the Biſhop 
cv rely I us,“ Thar all voluntary Humility 
« # << rſhiping of Angels (d), even of the 
& .igheit, or. © our own Head, or without a 
© Commilſiun trom God for fo doing, would be 
« ]dolatry {c) it followeth, tnat the Terror of 
Dr viel a iel, or the Laughing of Abra- 
ham, is Comm:uiſſion from God io wo p An— 
gels, which * alu be plain Madneis to aſſert; 
or chat tie iavcarcns and Prophets were Idola- 
ters, which tha good Prelate, I am confident, 


would never allow; for on their Writings, as he 
thinketh, dependeth, in a great Meaſure, the 
Truth of Curitfianity (/). 


(c) It is nothing wonderful, that ſuch Viſions as were ſeen 
by Dan el and Ez#kiz/, ſhould make them faint or ſwoon at 
the Time, fince even the RecolleRion produced ſuch violent 
Effects on both the Prophets. Daniel telleth us that he 
Famtid and wes fick certain Days; and the latter ſayeth, that 
he <vent to them of the Captivity at Tel-abib, and remained 
there aſtoniſhed ſeuen Days. Ezek. iii. 15. 

(4) Cdloſſ. 11.18. (e) Eflay, Ixxxv. (J) Vind. Vol. I. p.168. 
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Since then we cannot find the ſmalleſt Ghmpſe 


of a Permiſſion, much leſs of a Commiſſion, to wor- 
ſhip Angels; let us next obſerve whether the 
Law which Daniel and Ezekiel ought to have pro- 
fefſed, doth not contain the molt clear and unde- 
niable Prohibition. Moſes, who was inſpired and 
received this Law, may be ra ion y ackn »w- 
led.ed as good Authority; yer, in repeating it to 
his Countrymen, he ſayeth, Hear, O Iſrael, i. e. 


be attentive to this great Truth, Jh Y ) cur 
God is one Jehovah (h). 


Secondly, Chriit Jeſus (according to the Bi- 
ſhop, Michael who gave the Law) is doubtleis the 
higheſt Authority we can have; yer he telieth 


(g What in the Original is Jehovah, our Tranſlators, 
after the LXX. every where call zhe L; but we mould ren- 
der it the Eternal, as derived ſrom u .ndical Verb which ſig- 
nifieth zo ei. It is obſervable that when God thought pro- 
per to deſcribe himſelf to Moſes, he did it by Words which 
expreſs his Eternity, not his Power ; for he doth not ſay, I 
am / Shad1ai, but elje aſber ebe, I am becauſe I am; or J 
am who am ; Or 1 will be becauſe I will be ; or I will be who 
vil! be; tor the Paſſage can bear thoſe ' ſeveral! Verſions: if 
we chuſe the laſt, which I think moſt agreeable to the gene- 
ral Uſe of the Words in Scripture, it ſeemeth to imply, 
that the MHacliles might depend on their God through all 
Ages, whereas the ſuppoſed Gods of Mizraim and of other 
Kingdoms either had no Exiſtence, or by Nature were lia- 
ble to Corruption and Diffolution. 7 am that I am, as our 
Bible hath it, appeareth rather to clude the Queilion of Mz/ec 
than to give any ſignificant Anſwer, 

(+) Deut. vi. 4. 


us, 
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us, It is written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord (in 
Hebrew Jehovah) thy God, and him on bali th: 


ſerve (i). One might imagine that Texts ſo plain 


as theſe are enough to convince either a Jew or 
a Chriſtian ; however, I ſhall add one Authority 
more, literally tranicribed from the Biſhop of 
Clogher himſelf. 

« The only Difficulty in this Caſe is this, 
That the Jehovah of Zion, though in this one 
6e Place (Zach. ii. 10, 11.) he acknowledgeth 
e himſclf to be ſent by the Zehovan Haſts, yet 
© in other places, this 7ehovah of Zion, or the 
« Angel which appeared unto Abraham, and 
Jacob, and Mojcs, does not always declare that 
he is deputed, and ſpeaks by the delcgated 
« Authority of the Jehovah of Hoſts, which is 
the general Meaning of the Phraſe of ſpeak- 
ing in the Name of any one; but actually 
« and literally ſpeaks in his owa Name. and 
« calls himſeif Jehovah, and faith, i am the God 
« of Abraham, and 7 an the God of Bethel ; and 
« I brought toce o!t of the Land ꝙ Egypi, &c. 
« and poſitive!” prohibits Mz/es and the Chil- 
& dr:n of J/frocl from worſhiping any other God 
cc but himſelf. Thou, ſays he, ſhalt have none 
& other Gods befere me. Thereby ſceming to 


“ forbid even the Worſhip of the ſupreme Jeho- 


« ah, the Jehovah of Hes (H.“ 
() Matth. iv. 10. (4) Eſſay, 5 lxvi. 
E 2 Whether 


7 
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Whether this Being is the Jehovah of Hoſts, 
or of Zion; whether he ſpeaketh in his own 
Name, or in the Name of another; at preſent. 
is not material. Be that as it will, he pofetively 
prohibiteth Moſcs and the Children of Iſracl from 
worſhiping any more than one; and yet they are 
countenanced in worſhiping three Fehovahs. 
Sure this Writer is unfortunate in a perpetual 
Strain of Contradictions ! 

III. But what © adds no ſmall Weight, to his 
„ Tordſhip, in this Affair, is an Expreſſion 
* made uſe of by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
« Hebrews, where, ſpeaking of the ſecond Com- 
* ing of our Saviour, when he ſhall appear in 
& a State of Glory manifeſtly ſuperior to Angels, 
&« he ſays, for unto the Angels hath he not put in: 
« Subjettion the World to come of which we ſpeak: 
* (/); whence it ſeems to appear, that it was 
« St. Paul's Opinion, that this preſent World 
had been put in Subjection to Angels (m). 

It is not St. Paul who lendeth any Aſſiſtance 
to our Commen::tor ; if he hath found any, 
he muſt have found it in the Enzliſh Word 
Subjedtion. This Term ſoothed his Ear, and he 
reſted on it; for while his Imagination was over- 
run with angelic Viceroyaltics, it raiſed an Idea 
of [iy and Subject; though without Queſtion, 
7g be in Subjection, and io be fubjed, are often 


(% Heb. ii. 5. (n) Eſſay, 4 xxxviii. 
uſed 
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uſed where no Dominion or Government is at 
all intended; for Example, all if you be fubjzeft 
one to another (n). If his Lordſhip had conſulted 
the Original, which ſayeth zx vrrrafo, it would 
have determined the Meaning of being in Sub- 
jection, and conſequently have added no Ii *ight 
to his favorite Theory. The great Apoſtle is 
ticating of human Nature, as it will be exalted 
hereaiter by Ct our Saviour; and his Words 
are theſe 3 Ou Ja Tf vrtrag⸗ 7% 04 OUPLFYTV TTY 
LE AE oy Tee! 15 AGM ptvy To Angels hath he not 
iii in Stubjection ; that is, put in Subordination, 
the Mord ts come, &c. (6). Indeed he always 
ſpeaketh 

() "Yrolaggomera, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
(%) I muſt beg Leave to explain St. Paul's Reaſoning, 
:nd to ſhew the Connexion between this Verſe and thoſe 
vehich immediately go before it. — Having obſerved in the 


former Chapter, that Angels are only miniftering Spirits, but 
that Chriſt is the Son of God; that he is ſeated oz the right 


Hand of Maj y; that his Sceptre is a Scaptre of Rightcouſ- 


10%; that his Throne is for ever and ever, &c. he proceed- 
eth, & vue, on this account, eve cught to giwe the more ears e 
Led to the Things which we have heard; for if the Word 
/poken by Angels (which he elſewhere calleth the Law of Pox- 
dage, Sin, Fear, and Death, becauſe it only threatened 
Puniſhments in this Life, but gave no Intimation of future 
Rewards) was /tedfaft, and every Tranſpreſſion and Diſobedience 
received a juſi Recompenſe ; how ſhall we eſcape if wwe neglect 
the Covenant of Grace and Mercy, ſpoken by the Lord liimſelf, 
which propoſeth to our Hopes /o great Salvatien, ſuch an 
exalted State of human Nature in the World hereafter ! 


for 
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ſpeaketh magnificently of that happy World, to 
ſhew, by Inference, the Wiſdom of endeavour- 
ing to obtain it by a regular Progreſs in the 
Ways of Virtue; wherefore his Senſe, in my 
Apprchenſion, is clearly this— to Angels hath 
he not put in Subordination the glorified State 
of human Nature, for when Mortals ſhall have 
put on Immortality, and Corruptibles Incorrup- 
tion (p), they ſhall no more be a ſubordinate 
Rank of Creatures as here on Earth, but equal in 
all reſpects to thoſe heavenly Beings ; or, as our 
Saviour expreſſcth it, in the Reſurredion they 


ſhall be equal 10 (), or be as, the Angels of God 
in Heaven (r). | 


= 
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; Lam far from deſigning to infinuate, that An- 
| gels are not employed by our great Creator in | 
I managing or ſuperintending the various Works 
3 of his Creation: perhaps they are; perhaps ſome | 
W#1 have the Care of whole Nations, ſome of 


Churches, and others of particular People; we 
find Texts in both the Old and New Teſtament 
which ſcem, in my Judgement, to countenance 
luch an Opinion: but what I rely on is, that our 
Apoſtle, in the controverted Paſſage, doth not 
even hint at any ſuch Thing at all; for he ſay- 
eth only directly, that Men wid not ve tubordi- 
for unto the Angels hath he not put in SubjeJimm (Subordina- 
tion) the World to come whereof we penal. 

GO) 1 Cor. xv. 54. (7) Luke xx. 36. (7, Matth. xxit. 30. 
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nate to, nor chan, Angels in the World here- 
after, and, by ſmplicaticn of Conſequence, that 
they are leſs at preſent. Even the good Biſhop 
himſelf underſtood St. Paul in this Light, when 
he confidered him without any Regard to the 
Theory of Spirit. —© Enough, ſayerh he, hath 
* been revealed to us, to give us Reaſon to thank 
„God, who alone can bring Good out of Evil, 
& {or the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents, by 
* whoſe Fall we are exalted, and intitled through 
* Chrift to an Inheritance ſuperior to that of 
« Paradiſe ; God having provided better Things 
“ for us, that we may receive a Crown of Glory 
„ incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
© not away, reſerved in Heaven for us. Well 
& therefore might the Apoſtle cry ont in a Rap- 
&© ture, when ſpeaking on this Subject, and ay 
6 in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, What is Man, O 
& Lord, that thou art mindful of him, or the 
« Son of Man that thou fo regardeſt him? for 
e although thou didſt originally make him lower 
« than the Angels, yet, through the Merits of 
« Chriſt, thou haſt crowned him with Glory and 
Honour ſuperior to Multiindes of them.“ — 
Since his Lordſhip affirmeth that the Apoſtle is 
here ſpeaking of the incorruptible and undefiled 
Crown of Glory reſerved for Mankind in the 
World hereafter, which will raiſc us above Mul- 


titudes 


* 
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titu des of Angels, who naturally are Jer, it is 
clear that he explaineth St. Paul as I have done, 
though in diiferent Terms. 

IV. The laſt Author miſtranſlated on this Oc- 
caſion is St. Jude, — © who ſeemeth, (as the 
« Biſhop imagineth) iu ood» the Eris 
&« fallen Angels «cho fined, as us 4 -reſjes 


« jt, to their Miſconduct in the Governu.n of 


« thoſe Provinces which were allotted to their 
on Chargc. For, ſays he, ATN TE TOUT An THOK = 
© rag Tub £63 wy AN, 00.4% arounols; To 1010 
* o cov, „ 3 Angels wich kept nor 
« their Principalities with due Care, but neg— 
« lefted their proper Provinces, he (God) hath 
« reſerved in cverlaſting Chains under Darkneſs. 
For ſo this Verſe caught to be rranlared ().“ 

Let us ſec in what Manner he proveth his 
own, and diſproveth our ancient Verſion : 

* Trnw, which we tranſlate &ept, fignifieth the 
© Keeping of a Thing with Care and Diligenca, 
in which Senſe it is uſed, when it is applicd 
6 in the Septuagint to the keeping the Com- 
% mandments of God, and keeping our own 
« Hearts and Ways, &c.” 

The Verb ur- in the New Teſtament, which 
ſhould be moit rciied on when we are explain- 
ing the New Teſtament, hath diſtercnt Signiſica- 


) Eſſay, & xxxix. 
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tions ; firſt, it meaneth to keep or hold a material 
Thing in Cuſtody; as rut a Tov Iv, Paul 


ſhould be hept (1). Secondly, it meaneth to F:ep 


one's ſelf attertive, to obſerve diligently; as, 
rnenco Tas eiſoh at, reep the Cm j,ůjEᷣ i (u). 
Thirdly, it meancth to keep from doing, to ab- 


ſtain; as F ww duinpeilss t atlas, from which if ye 


keep yourſelves, ye ſhall do well (0). Laſtly, it 


ſignifieth to fee ſome particular Place or St \ | 


tion; thus, when Peter was chained between tw 
Soldicrs within the Priion, others on the out- 


ſide WPY Tr, Iver try ru CUAC HIV, kept Guard, or 
continued before the Door (x). All theſe Sen- 


fes of yp: are plainly contained in, and there- 
fore it is unexceptionably tranſlated by, our Eng- 
lith Verb to deep, without any Addition. 

* Apyn is generally uſed by. che Septuagint to 


« denote a Principality, as the Wot is render- ,” 


* ed in the Margin of our Engliſh Bible.” 

As tus Word undoubte1iy meaneth either 2 
Beginning or Principality, our Tranſlators haw 
done honeſtiy in giving both; but as it is gene- 
rally made Uſe of through the New Teſtament 
in thc firſt of theſe Senſes, they have done as 
judiciouly by placing its general Megning in the 
Text. Now let us ſuppoſe that it denoteth a 


(t) Acts xxv. 4. Cu Matth. Kix. 2. (u Acts xv. 29. 
{x) Chap. xii. 6. / 
F Princi- 


ty 
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Principality in the Verſe before us —what then? 
becauſe uſed by the Septuagint for a Princi- 
pality, muſt it therefore be rendered P/ incipali- | 
ties ? ſurely no; the Seventy do not countc- 

nance ſuch a Practice: there is ſome Difference 
I preſume between the plural and ſingular Num- 
bers. St. Jude hath Azxr, not Agpxas ; omnir- | 
bie, not cen; therefore, admitting his Lord- 
ſnip's Senſe of ret and a&pyn T0 be right, the | 
Line ſhould be tranſlated, © thoſe Angels wh 
&* kept not their Principality with due Care ;” 
and this implieth that they had one Province 
only, one Principality amongſt them all; by | 
which his intire Syſtem of angelic terreſtrial | 
Viceroyalties is utterly defeated. 

It ſeemeth as if the Biſhop recollected that 
| Principalities could not be well denoted by Agyn | 
i in the ſingular Number; © for, ſayeth he, hence 
| eit is, that in the Language of the New Teſta- 
e ment, Satan, who is at the Head of thoſe wick- 
1 ** ed Angels which were ſent to preſide over 

We this World, but neglected, or kept not their 
: « Principalitics, is called the Prince of Devils ;” 
1 and then ſubjoineth, in his marginal Annota- 
I f tion, “ Jude 6. ae, for ſo it is in the Origi- 
1 ** nal (y).” Perhaps he remembered in gene- 

O) Vind. Vol. III. p. 151, 
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ral, when writing his Vindication, that Apyn 
was the Term which St. Jude made uſe of, and, 
knowing that he had formerly tranſlated it Prin- 
cipalities in a particular Comment on that A- 
poſtliu, took it for granted that the Word was 


Azxas, without having Pecourſe to the Original 
on this ſec gd Occaſion ; for I cannot ſuſpect 


that he was premeditately guilty of a falſe Quo- 
tation. 


&« Ar9 «To, Which our Tranſlation rendereth 
*« left, i: frequently a plied by the Septuagint, 
« to Jenote the leav'1z or neglecting any Buſi- 
* neſs which it was our Duty to have purſued; 
* as when Haaſba is laid to have left off build- 
*K ing Ramah.” 

If arebetro implieth Neglett of Duty, Paul 
ſurcly was unconicientious when he /eft an old 
Cloak behind him; for ani. k Te:ads, I left it, 
ſayeth he, at Troas (S). It would be trifling to 
dwell on ſuch a ludicrous Piece of Criticiſm; 
ſince @nomany, as everv one knoweth, implieth 
neither Merit nor Demerit, but to c ange Place, 
and is of Conſequence applicable to 2 good, bad, 
or indifferent Action. — lo leave 1: Temple of 
God, and to go to that of Idols; or to leave 

(z) 2 Tim. iv. 13. 
# the 
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the Temple of Idols, and go to that of God ; 
may be ſaid with as much Propriety in Greek, as 
it can in the Fngliſh Language. 

Laſtly, © The Word eaxnpov, though it pro- 
„ perly ſignities a Dwuelling-place in general, 
„yet it is not confined to ſignify a Houſe, 
* nor cyen a Province, or larger Space of 
« Ground; but is by the Prophet Jeremiah 
« applied to dcnote the wide Extent of God's 
„holy labitation in Heaven: however, it is 
here reſtrained, by the Word id, to denotc 
„the proper and peculiar Provinces of theſe 
Angels, which they may be ſuppoſcd to have 
« been employed in the Conduct and Manage- 
« ment of; and accordingly the Word oxen; 
« denoteth ſuch a Domeſtic as is emploved in 
* the Buſineſs of the Houſe, and is always uſed 
5 by the Septuagint to ſignify a Servant; and 
* therefore this Expreſſion of Arzoaroila; to dos 
and op- may very well be underſtood to ſignify 
« their forſaking or neglectin; their proper 
« Buſineſs, or Provinces, that were given 1nto 
* their Charge by God.” 

That is, becauſe omern; denoteth a Servant 
who liveth in his Maſter's Houſe, and doeth 
his Bu'nefs within the Walls, or what we gene- 

ra!ly 
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rally call a menial Servant; therefore the Iſauſe, 
Bufineſs, and a Province, are Words of ſimilar 
import; and becauſe fuch a Thing is not with- 
in my Province, meaning my Sp%re of Action, is 
an Engliſh Phraſe, therefore in Greek a Provinc- 
and Bibi are \/nonymons Terms. According 
to this Account we may fay, that about the 
Areopagus were ſeveral oulmz, meaning Houſes ; 
or the Roman Empire was divided into ſeveral 
dnn, meaning Provinces ; or that Demaſt he- 
ns by his o, meaning Buſineſs or Pro- 
{</}ion, was an Orator, and Menippus a Cynic Phi- 
loſopher. — If his Lordſhip were not on a grave 
Topic, we might look upon ſuch critical Ob- 
ſervations as a Burleſque on Criticiſm. 

In regard to the Word on: 145, it can, I grant, 
be extcnded to any, or every Part of Space; for 
I may fay properly in Greek and Engliſh, that 
Ireland, or Europe, or this World, or the ſolar 
Syſtem, &c. is my Place of Abode ; however 
it is here reſtrained, as we are informed, by dien, 
to a Buſineſs or Province. — But wherefore ! 
why ſhall joining ewn with Habitation reſtrain 
the Subſtantive to one Part of Space more than 
to another? why to a Province, more than to 
the wide Extent of Heaven? or to Heaven, 


more 
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more than to its original Meanings, an Teouſc 
or Habitation ? — For this, his Lordſhip doth no: 
pretend to give any Shadow of Reaſon, no; 
indeed can any be given; fo that, according to 
his Practice, «Wu reſtraineth it juſt according 
to the fancitul Pleaſure of 1 Commentator. 

Imagine that we met the following Paſſage 
in Baker's Chronicle: 

« George Fx left his own Place of Abode.“ 

Now, to diicover che Meaning of it, let us 
follow hi, Lordſhip, and thus we reaſon. — To 
lead, implicth Neglect of Duty, as when Baaſha 
is ſaid to have % off building of Ramah. 
Though Place of Abode meancth properly an 
Thouſe, yet it is not confined to that alone, nor 
even to the „er Sytem, or a larger Space; 
but may be applied to denote che Univerſe : 
however, it is here reſtrained by the Word 707, 
to denote the proper and peculiar Syſtem which 
that Cobler might be ſuppoſed to have been 
employed in the Conduct and Management of; 
and therefore this Expreſſion of /eaving his can 
Place of Abode, may very well be underſtood to 
ſignify his neglecting or forfaking his proper 


Bafin, or ſolar Sem, which was put under 
his Government and Direction. — If the Piſho!) 
ITRITK 
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nath rightly explained St. Jude, I muſt have 
rightly explained the Caſe of Fox, fince the 
Greck and Engliſh have the ſame Idiom to the 
utmoſt Degree of Hxactneſs and Precition. 

When celeſtia! Beings are ſpoken of, we na- 
turally conclude that Heaven is intended by their 
Place of Abode; but when human Beings arc 
mentioned, their Place of Abode is underſtood 
of ſome particular Spot on Earth. If I were 
informed that Diagenes at any Time left 20 4.6 
e1x7]r,,40v, his Tub would occur to me; but it he 
were uled to call this World his ci and 1 
was told that when dying he ſaid to thoſe about 
lim, © I am only going to change my Place of 
*« Abode”, I ſhould think that he plainly meaned 
the World. So that, in all Caſes, we muſt know 
firſt what oxmryp.ov, what Dwelling- place, is ſpoken 
of, or the Word «wo will never give any Di- 
rection. 

lt is moſt obvious that St. Jude can not be 
otherwiſe tranſlated than as in our publick Ver- 
ſion; and he telleth us only, that ſome Angels 
left their proper Manſion, or Place of Abode: 
but where or what this Manſion was; whether in 
Heaven above, or on Earth beneath; whether 
confined or extenſive, is no more implied by ide, 


? | than 
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than by the moſt indifferent Particle which couid 
be choſen through all the Grecian Language. 

Now let us yield to the Biſliop every thing 
which he deſireth to gain, let us receive his 
Tranſlation, ani imagine that he lnuh clearly 
proved it ic be juit. St a Diſliculty remain- 
tu, and that ſo plain, that nothing except being 
wrapped up ia his Lhcory could poſſibly make 
him overlook it. — If Angels fell by neglecting 
their ſeveral terreſtrial Kingdoms, which King- 
goms were not given into their Charge unti} 
ome "Time after the general Deluge; it follow- 
eth undeniably, that there could not have been 
any Devils nut) that particular Epocha. — 
What then remptcd Eve: lis Lordſhip in- 
formeth us repeatedly, that ſhe was ſeduced by 
Satan, who ſpoke out of the Body of an irrational 
Serpent (a); conſequently our firſt Parents were 
tempted by a fallen Angel, when there was ne- 
{ach Being in Nature ; or, in other Words, at 
the Creation of this Earth, there was and was 
not a Devil: ſo that all his critical Arguments 
bring him at laſt to a palpable Contradiction. 

I cannot 1iſmiſs the preſent Topic without 
obſerving, tizat, cu of thoſe Contradiftion: 
and Abſurditics already ſnewn, and even grant- 


() Vind, Vol. III. Let. IV, V, VI, & VII, paſſ. 


mg 
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ing that we never heard of any malicious Spirit 
until the Diviſion of Nations at the Lower of 
Babel ; yet this Theory, which maketh our Sa- 
viour the governing Angel of Jud7a 1 Con- 
junction with Gabriel, hath not the moit diſtant 
Reſemblance of Probability to ſupport it; there 
is nothing in it which is even ETUMOIO LY 0ja080)- 
Reaſon tclleth us, that our Sun, Earth, and 
Planets, were formed together; and Revelation 
addeth (6), that Chrif? cus was the Former of 
them, which the Biſhop alloweth. ts it then at 
all probable that ſuch a wonderful 'reator- 
Angel was appointed only joint Gove:nor of 
inſignificant Judza ? that, having finiſhed ſuch a 
glorious Structure as the ſolar Syſtem, he was 
allowed no more to rule over, ſince the Deluge, 
than one half of a trifling Speck in his own 
Creation? = © As thoſe Tranſactions, ſayeth the 
« Biſhop, which paſſed between the two con- 
ce tending Spirits, Satan and the Meffrah, took 
© up a long Series of Time, according to the 
Account given us thereof in ſacred Hiſtory; 
« that is, from the Fall of Man by the Tempta- 
ce tion of Satan, &c. ſo we cannot ſuppoſe that 
e two ſuch potent Beings would, during the 
« intermediate Space of Time, be idle or in- 
ce different, in the Purſuit of their ſeveral Pur- 
„ poſes. And as the Scheme of Satan ſeems to 


(5) Heb. i. 2. Coloſſ. i. 16. John i. 3. & paſt. 
8 : « have 
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* have been, either cut of IIl-will to Man- 
* kind, or out of Envy to the Meffrah, to gain 
Mankind over to his Party, — ſo the Scheme on 
the Side of the Meſſiah ſeems to have conſiſted 
« in as purpoſed and dctermined a Reſolution 
« to do all in his Power to preſerve to him- 
* ſelf that Inheritance of Mankind, which had 
e been created by him, and for him; and in or- 
« der to do this more eſſectually, this Son of 
« God gave divine Exhortations to Adam, and 
« ſeveral of the antediluvian Patriarchs; and in 
% Proceſs of Time ſclefted a Perſon whoſe Name 
&« was Abraham, to whoſe Deſcendants he after- 
„ wards gave a Set of Laws, &c (c).“ — If 
Mankind was created by and for Michael, it is 
indeed reaſouahle to think that he ſuperintended 
his own Inheritance, that he reſolved to preſerve 
his own Creation. But with what Face or Pro- 
bability can the Biſhop ſuppoſe that he was de- 
oraded ? why, from his general Care in the ante- 
diluvian, was he limited to one ſmall Nation in 
the poſtdiluvian World? why ſhould other An- 
gels be appointed Governors of intire Provinces, 
while Michael was only joined in Commiſſion 
with a ſecond, <vbsfſe Authority and Power were 
in no wiſe inferior to his own(d)? was not a 
Creator of the mundane Syſtem qualified to ſu- 
perviſe this one liule carthly Ball? and if he 
had a purpojed and deterinined Reſolution of pre- 

(%) Vind. Vol. III. p. 128. (4) Eſſay, & xiii. 
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ſerving to himſelf the Inheritance of Mankind, was 
he not as ready as qualified i. to do? and 4oth 
not this //-Aing of 4vraham (from whoſe Loins 
ce the holt Race of Iſraclites), in Proceſs & 
Tin, formally contradict the Writer of Eccle— 
ſiaſticus, if he tclleth us, as the Biſhop ſup— 
poſerh, that Juda was allatted to Michael for 
his Portion and Inheritance, when other Angels 
got their reſpective Charges at the Confuſion of 
Tongues ? Sure, if our Commentator wrote only 
for Amuſement, we might juſtly ſay to him, 

Fita voluptatis cauſa ſint proxima veris. 
For my Part, I think this Theory, at leaſt as far 
as Satan and his Accomplices are concerned, 1s 
neither ſo rational nor ſo ſcriptural as the Tale 
of Miilon. 

I ſhall conclude with laying before the Reader 
my Suſpicion of that remarkable Tranſaction, 
the Sin of Angels, as I think it may be garhered 
from St. Jude, when collated with different Texts 
of Scripture. 

There is doubtleſs ſome Part of Space, which 
the Almighty thinketh proper to fill with a viſible 
Scene of Glory; and on the Right Hand of 
which, our bleſſed Lord is {ct down for ever and 


ever. This Place, among ſacred Writers, is called 
for Diſtinction the Throne of God. 


The reſt of Heaven is divided into ſeveral 
Diſtricts; St. Paul ſaw three, and our Saviour 


3 2 expreſsly 
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expreſsſy telleth us, In my Father's Houſe are many 
Monhons (c). 


We read alſo of Angels, Archangels (, Che- 
rubi”., Seraphim, Thrones, Dominions, Princi- 


: (e) Jolm xiv. 2. 

(/) ic ie highly probable, that there are as many Arch- 
angels, a wt Ranks of Angels; however, only A- 
cha and Seton ha a Right to be fo denominated, by any 
Authority from ſacred Scripture: that Michael is an Arch- 
angel, we read in direct Terms, Theſſ. iv. 6. Jude 9. : that 
Satan is ar.other, we are told by manifet Implication ; for, 
beſice the Titles given to him, which imply Superiority, 
the wicked Spirits are by our Saviour expreſsly called hi; 
Angels, Matth. xxv. 41. I cannot but take Notice of a great 
Errcz, committed by the Biſhop of C/ogher ; who, miſtaking 
the Greck Idiom, and arguing from the Words of which 
Archangel is compounded, ſuppoſeth that only one Archangel 
is mentioned in the New Teſtament, but that we read of 
ſeveral in the Old. Ruling Angels are ſometimes diſtin- 
„ puiſhed by the Name of Archangels,” ſayeth that Prelate, 
* which is a Term compounded of two Greek Words, Ar- 
* chon and Angelos, that literally ſignify a ruling Angel. 
Thus Gabriel telleth Daniel, that the Prince, (in Hebrew 
* Czar, in Greek Archon) that is the ruling, or Archangel, 
« of the Kirgomof Perfia, withſood me one and twerty Days, 
„ Kc. - Whence it manifeſtly appears, that as Michacl was 
« the ruling, or Guardian, or Archangel of Daniel and the 
« Children of IVael, ſo the Kingdoms of Gracia and Perſia 
« had their ruling, or Archangels alſo.” Vind. Vol. III. 
p- 148. This is plainly confounding the Greck and Hebrew, 
which have different Idioms ; all Archangels may be called 
ruling Angels, but all ruling Angels are not Archangeis ; 
they are by no means convertible Terms. Sar and Apgxw» 
are general Words, and mean a Prince or Governor, with- 
out implying over what the Dominion is, whether over 
Angels, Men, Birds, Beaſts, or inanimate Creatures ; but 


7 palities, 
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palities, Stars, &c. whence it appeareth, that as 
there are various Habitations, ſo the celcſtial 
Inhabitants are of various Orders; and it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe that theſe Habitations are 
more or leſs honourable, according to their Di- 
ſtance from, or Proximity to, the Throne of God. 


when Azxw» is compounded with ſome other Word, then is 
the Preeminence cr Superiority confined to thoſe particular 
Things or Perſcas which the additional Word denoteth: 
for Example, a Prince may be a Phy/ician; but if there was 
no other PH in his Dominions, it would be a Contra- 
diction to ſtyle him Axial, for that meaneth a Perſon 
who among Phy/icians is a principal chief Phyſician. Three 
Kings may feaſt together, but each of them cannot be 
Agxilanuw®-, arbiter bibeudi, as Horace calleth him, for 
that fignificth one of the Company who hath the Direction 
and Management of the reſt at Table. So an Angel may 
have Dominion over Part of this World, and yet not be 
an Archangel; for that implieth an Angel who hath 


Power or Preeminence over ſome other Angels. Our good 


Biſhop's Miſtake is the more obſervable, as he could not but 
frequently uſe the true Helleniſm in his general Converſa- 
tion; for we retain it in Architrave, Architect, Archbiſhop, 
Archtreaſurer, Archdeacon, and in every Word beginning 
with Arch or Archi, which is from the Grecian adopted into 
the Engliſh Language. If the loweſt Angel in Heaven was 
appointed Sar of Greece or Perſia, he would be a ru/ing An- 
gel, but not Archangel; for to call the Left Angel a chief 
Angel among Angels, which is the genuine Import of 
Aexaſy:.©-, would be a manifeſt Contradiction. I muſt 
further obſerve on the Word Cherub, that our Prelate hath 
diſcovered an Error in the Text of Ezekiel, which eſcaped 
all the Searches of diligent Commentators. — The Prophet 
in one Place ſayeth, that he ſaw four living Creatures, which 


had the Face of a Man, the Face of a Lion, the Face of 
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When therefore Gabriel ſayeth to Zacharias, i 
am Gaoric. that ſtand in the Preſence of God (V), 
it is the ſame Thing, in my Apprehenſion, as if 
he ha! ſaid, I am one of the firſt, or principal 
Rank of Angels. 
Lailly, St. Jude aſſirmetn, that Angels are to 

e tried at the gen val Reſurrettion for not hay- 
ing kept, but on the contrary for having left, 
thcir own Place of Abd. 


an Eagle, and the Face of an Ox“; but deſcribing the 
ſame Creatures in another Place, he ſayeth, they had the 
Face of a Man, the Face of a Lion, the Face of an Eagle, 
and the Face of a Ch:rub f. This lift Verſe, as our Critic 
thinketh, was but a marginal Annotation in ſome Copy of the 
Hebrew Bible, which ſome blundering Amanuenſis hath tran- 
ſcriled into the Text; for Cherub is here inſerted inſtead of an 
Ox t. — It would be more natural, as well as more modeſt, 
for him to have ſaid, that Cherub and Ox are uſed by Ezchiel 
as ſynonymous Terms, than immediately to aſcribe this un- 
controverted Paſſage of Scripture to his blundering Amanu- 
en/'s. I cannot but repeat my Wiſh, that our Writers would 
be more guarded and cautious on theſe Occaſions. Meade, 
Le Clerc, Bachart, and others, who were far better verſed in 
Oriental Languages than his Lordſhip, have diſcovered no 
Blunder; but derive Cherub from a Syriac and Arabic Verb, 
which meaneth to p/zugh, and conclude that one Senſe of 
Cherub, or Charub, 1s an Ox, or a Beaſt of the Plough. 
His Lordſhip ſayeth indeed, after Calaſio, that it fignifieth 
a carved Image, but this is a mere unſupported Conjecture, 
founded only on Cherubim being placed at the Mercy- 
ſeat ; doubtleſs the Word hath no ſuch Meaning in any 
Part of the Bible. 
() Luke 1. 19. 


* Zzek. i. 10. Þ+ Chap. x. 14. 1 Vind, Vol, III. p. 161. in Not. 
From 
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From all which, I think, we may reaſonably con- 
clade, that ſome Degree of thoſe Beings, per- 
haps the ſecond, not contented with tavlws apymy 
their /,, Eftate, or Principality (for, ae before 
obſerved, the Word is tuſcepuble of both Con- 
ſtructions), but inflated with Pride, and led by 
Satan, quitted T6 1010 c, cia cton „eiiien, 
and preſſed near to tie Throne, hy intruding 1n- 
to that Place of Abode which was wloticd to 
Angels of higher Digaity and of a more ex- 
cellent Order (i). 

I cannot underſtand what Uſe would be in the 
140vXt T01N.94 ſpoken of by Cur Saviour, tue wa- 
rious Manſions in Heaven, if every Manſion was 
common to every Spirit ; nor do I conceive with 
what Propriety any one Being could be called 
the Angel of God's Preſence (0, or be ſaid to 


ftand in the Preſence of God (), if all other 


Angels enjoyed ſuch a Privilege as well as he: 
wherefore it ſcemeth reaſonable to imagine, that 


inferior Spirits are not allowed to preſs into the 
Manſion of a ſuperior Order; and as ſome of 


() Quere, whether this audacious Intruhon mich* not 
have given Birth to ſome Animoſity and Contention ? 
whether St. Jon, when he telleth us that Here ac, War in 
Heawen ; Michael and his Angels fought with the Dragon, aud 
the Dragon fenght and his Angels, ard prevailed not, miller 
evas their Place found any more in Heaven, Apoc. xii. 7. doth 
not ſpeak of a Fa& which really happened, though at the 
ſame Time he foretelleth ſome future Event, as under the 
Deſtruction of Babyz he propheſieth that of Rome? 

(4) Iſai, Ixut. 9. {/} Luke. 19. 
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them tranſgreſſed through Pride, for ſo the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles hath clearly told us (), 
which Pride they manifeſted by going out of their 
own Place of Abode, 1 ſuppoſe that they went 
into one of thoſe higher and forbidden Diſtricts, 
not being able to diſcover whither elſe they could 
have gone with any Degree of Impiety or Pre- 
ſumption; for it is rational to think that they 
may ſoar at Will through all other Parts of the 
vaſt Expanſe, and admire their Creator in the glo- 
rious Works of his Creation. —This however is 
propoſcd as conjettural only (); my Deſign was, 
to ſhew that Jude is unexceptionably tranſlated ; 
which I hope is done, and that I have proved his 
Lordſhip's new Gloſs to be a rude Chaos of Ab- 
ſurdities and Contradictions. 


() 1 Tim. 11. 6. 

(% We are informed plainly, that ſome Angels fell 
under the Diſpleaſure of God; a Revelation which is, or 
ought to be, of ſingular Uſe to Man. For if he fared nit 
the Angels that fanned, but caſ them down to Hell, an delivered 
them into Chains of Darkneſs, to be reſerved into Judgement, 
2 Pet. 11. 4. if thoſe Beings who are greater in Power and 


Might (ver. 11.) than we, have by erring lolt their pri- 


meval Happineſs and Station, how ſhould the feebler Sons 
of Men take Heed left we fall, and work out our Salvation wwith 
Fear ond Trembling / But in what Particulars this angelic Sin 
conſiſted, we are not circumitantially and diſtinaly told, 
becauſe ſuch Information would rather indulge Curioſity 
than ſerve any beneficent Purpoſe. Gueſſes may indeed be 
harmleſs and entertaining, provided they are made without 
any Violence to ſacred Scripture, or Diſturbance to the 
Faith of a Chriſtian ; but ſure it is unpardonable to found 
Doctrines on baſeleſs Hypotheſes or light Conjectures. 
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